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Outdoor Classroom /  Picnic Shelter Dedication 
 
wƛǾŜǊōŜƴŘ tŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŜǿ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ tƛŎƴƛŎ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻƴ 
Potomac Hills Street was officially dedicated and opened on Saturday, 
April 27, 2019. Fairfax County Park Authority Board Member for the 
Dranesville District, Tim Hackman, presided over the ceremonies, while 
Supervisor John Foust, FCPA Executive Director Kirk Kincannon and 
FORB President Hugh Morrow added their remarks on Riverbend Park 
and the importance of the new structure to the future of the park. 
 
The Outdoor Classroom and Picnic Shelter is an attractive and spacious 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊōŜƴŘΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
Chw.Ωǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ was held there on Saturday, May 4, 

wƛǾŜǊōŜƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘ 
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2019. The shelter will also be available for rentals to private parties and 
can hold up to 60 participants. It is expected to see considerable 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ 
ability to carry out large programs in an attractive setting surrounded 
by the forest. Parking is provided for about 20 cars and a school bus. A 
trail is also planned to connect the Outdoor Classroom directly with the 
parking lot and picnic areas at ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 
 

 

 
FORB Members, Riverbend Park personnel, and Fairfax County Park Authority staff at the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony opening the Riverbend Park Outdoor Classroom and Picnic Shelter. 
 
Left to right: Kory Mead, Eleanor Anderson, Karen Hershey, Rita Peralta, John Callow, Hugh 
Morrow, Kirk Kincannon, John Foust, Dave Bowden, Heather Lynch, Tim Hackman, Bill Canis 
(Great Falls Citizens Association) and John Hughes-Caley. 
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Field Trip Scholarships Program at Riverbend 
 

Title I is !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ largest federally-funded educational program, and 
provides supplemental funds to school districts with the highest 
concentrations of low-income students. There are 45 Title I schools in 
Fairfax County, Virginia which provide services such as free or reduced-
cost lunches and other necessities to their students which often means 
that these schools cannot afford the costs of a field trip to Riverbend 
Park. For the past nine years, the Friends of Riverbend Park has 
awarded scholarships to help these schools fund their trips to the park. 
Since 2011, Friends of Riverbend Park has provided almost $10,000 in 
scholarship funds to Title I Schools to enable them to bring their classes 
to Riverbend. The amount of the scholarship award is based on the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƴŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Chw. Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ рл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ 
of the field trip. 
 

   
 

Field trips to Riverbend Park give students first-hand experiences with 
Nature and learning by observing the environment and how to care for 
it. Shown above are Riverbend Park staff members Alyssa Janes (left) 
and Marijke Gate (right) as they instruct eageǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ 



 

4 

 

Center on aspects of animal and plant life in Riverbend Park. Below left, 
an enthusiastic busload of elementary school students embarks on 
their Riverbend advŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ wƛǾŜǊōŜƴŘ tŀǊƪ 
Naturalist Sue Becker (right) instructs students in the finer points of 
Native American archery skills. 
 

     
 

In the future, FORB is determined to expand this program from its 
current budget of $2,000 per year. In 2019, we have applied for and 
received a Capacity Building Fund grant of $1,000 from the Fairfax 
County Park Authority which FORB will match with another $1,000, 
bringing the total funds available for Title I Field Trip Scholarships to 
$4,000 for the year.  
 
FORB is also interested in seeking corporate sponsorships for this very 
worthwhile cause. Local businesses or companies willing to support 
Field Trip Scholarships for Title I Schools to visit Riverbend Park should 
contact FORB President, Hugh Morrow, at hughmorrowiii@gmail.com 
or forbpark@gmail.com.  You may also donate for this cause online at 
Chw.Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ www.forb.wildapricot.org. Educating children about 
caring for the environment is one of Chw.Ωǎ prime objectives. 

mailto:hughmorrowiii@gmail.com
mailto:forbpark@gmail.com
http://www.forb.wildapricot.org/
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Chw.Ωǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ŀ IǳƎŜ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
 
¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ wƛǾŜǊōŜƴŘ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 
Saturday, May 4th ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ 
Picnic Shelter on Potomac Hills Street. The new structure proved to be 
perfect, both for the pickup of preorders on Friday, May 3rd and for the 
sale itself the next day. Six FORB Directors were on hand to make sure 
that customers received their proper orders, to give planting advice, 
and to ensure that the sale was a great success.  
 

    
     Preorders sorted and awaiting pickup       Eleanor, Karen, Nancy, Kevin and Hugh 

 
There is no doubt that preordering native plants in January and 
February proved to be the wisest way to guarantee getting the plants 
that were wanted. Some selections which were thought to be available 
at the beginning of the year proved to be not available in March and 
!ǇǊƛƭΦ .ȅ ŦŀǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ 
were ordered online as preorders at the beginning of the year. As 
usual, the Virginia Bluebells were a very popular seller, and virtually all 
of the 288 plants ordered were sold. The three varieties of Phlox 
available were also best sellers, particularly at the sale on Saturday. 
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Orders for native plants ranged from as few as 4 plants to as many as 
54. A total of over 1000 native plants were ordered from the nursery, 
with about 700 sold as preorders and the remaining 300 sold at the 
May 4th sale. Total profit for FORB from the sale was over $5,300.  
 

   
               Nancy helps a customer         Eleanor and Nancy offer plant advice 
 

        
         Eleanor explains all about Phlox             A happy Native Plant Sale customer 


