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Rverbend Naturalists the newsletter fromthe Friends of Riverbend Park
(FORB Riverbend Park is located & 00 Potomac Hills StreeGreat Falls
VA 22066. Phone: 76399018

Outdoor Classroom Picnic ShelteDedication
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Potomac Hills Streawas officially dedicated and opened on Saturday,
April 27, 2019 FairfaxCounty Park Authority Board Member for the
Dranesville District, Tim Hackman, presideerthe ceremonies, while
Supervisor John FoysFCPAExecutive Director Kirk Kincannoand
FORB President Hugh Morr@aglded theirremarks onRiverbend Park
and theimportance of the new structure to the future of the park.

The Outdoor Classroom and Picnic Shelter is an attractive and spaciotl
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2019. The sheltewill also beavailable for rental$o private partiesand

can hold up to 60 participants It is expected to see considerable
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ability to carry outlarge programs in an attractiveetting surrounded

by the forest Parking is provided for about 20 cars and a school bus. A
trail is alsgplannedto connect the Outdoor Classroom directly with the
parking lot and picnicareas@atkK S *AaA02NBQ / Sy d S|
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IEORB Members, Riverbend Padesonne) and Falrfax County Park Authorlty staff at the
ribbon-cutting ceremony opening thRiverbend Parkutdoor Classroom and Picnic Shelter.

Left to right: Kory Mead, Eleanor Anderson, Karen Hershey, Rita Peralta, John Callow, Hu
Morrow, Kirk Kincannon, John Foust, Dave Bow#taather Lynch, Tim Hackman, Bill Canis
(Great Falls Citizens Association) and John Hughésy.



Field Trip Scholalsps Program at Riverbend

Title lis! Y S NHNatyesQféderallyfunded educational program, and
provides supplemental funds to school districts with the highest
concentrations of lowncome students. There a5 Title | schoolsn
Fairfax Countyirginiawhich provide services such as free or reduced
costlunches and othenecessitiego their studentswhich often means

that these schoolgannotafford the costs ofa field tripto Riverbend
Park. For the past nine years, th€riends of Riverbend afk has
awardedscholarships to help these scho@lsd theirtrips to the park.
Since 2011, Friends of Riverbend Park has provided almost $10,000
scholarship funds to Title | Schools to enable them to ltheg classes

to Riverbend The amount of thescholarship award is based on the
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of the field trip.

Field trips to Riverbend Park give students {firahd experiences with

Nature and learning by observing the environment and how to care for
it. Shown above ar®iverbend Park staff members Alyssa Janes (Ieft)
and Marijke Gate (righfs theyinstruct eag®d & G dzZRSy G a I O



Center on aspects of animal and plant life in Riverbend Park. Befgw
an enthusiastic busload daflementary schoolstudents embarks on
their RiverbendadSy G dzZNB | & (0KS +*AaAi2NBEQ
Naturalist Sue Bxker (right) instructs students in the finer points of
Native American archery skills.

In the future, FORB is determined to expand this program from its
current budget of $2,000 per year. In 2019, we have applied for and
received a Capacity Building Fund grant of $1,000 from the Fairfa
County Park Authority which FORB will match with another G&1,,0
bringing the total funds available for Title | Field Trip Scholarships to
$4,000 for the year.

FORB is alsaterested inseeking corporate sponsorships for this very
worthwhile cause.Local businesses or companies willing to support
Field Trip Scholarships for Title | Schools to visit Riverbend Park shou
contact FORB Presidengugh Morrow at hughmorrowiii@gmail.com

or forbpark@gmail.com You may also donate for this cause online at
Chw. Qa wSwfatbiwiidaiicot.org Educatingchildren about
caring for the environment isne of C h w pritha objectives.



mailto:hughmorrowiii@gmail.com
mailto:forbpark@gmail.com
http://www.forb.wildapricot.org/
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Picnic Shelter on Potomac Hills Street. The new structure proved to be
perfect both for the pickup of preorders on Friday, Md{ &ndfor the

sale itself the next daysix FORB Directors were on hand taken sure
that customers received their proper orders, to give planting advice
andto ensure thatthe sale was a great success.

Preorders sorted and awaitihg piékup Eleanor, Karen, Nancy, Kevin and Hﬁgh
There is no doubt that preordering native plants in January and
February proved to be the wisest way to guarantee getting the plants
that were wanted. Some selections which were thought to be available
at the beginning of the year proved to be not availabléeviarch and
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were ordered online as preorderat the beginning of the year. As
usual, the Virginia Bluebells were a very popular seller, and virtually al
of the 288 plants ordered wereokl. The three varieties of Phlox
available were also best sellers, particularly at the sale on Saturday.



Orders for native plants ranged from as few as 4 plants to as many a:
54. A total of over 1000 native plants were ordered from the nursery,
with about 700 sold as preomls and the remaining 300 soklt the

May 4" sale.Total profitfor FORBrom the sale was over $5,300
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Eleanor explains adbout Phlox A happy Native Plant Sale customer




